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SUB J : PRIME MINISTER S REQUEST FOR MEETING 
REF: COLOMBO 233 (NOTAL) 

1. AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER MARSHALL TELLS 
ME THAT IN HIS MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER JANUARY 27 
SHE ASKED HIM FOR URGENT ASSISTANCE TO MEET CRITICAL 
SITUATION ARISING OUT OF RECENT DROUGHT. SPECIFI- 
CALLY, SHE IS ASKING GOA FOR PUMPS AND 
DRILLS FOR 

TUBE WELLS. VISITING CEYLONESE AMBASSADOR TO US 
NEVILLE KANAKARATNE TOLD ME LAST NIGHT PRIME MINISTER 
WILL MAKE SIMILAR REQUEST WHEN I SEE HER TOMORROW. 
(APPOINTMENT HAS BEEN CHANGED TO 5:45 PM) I WILL 
PROBABLY BE ASKED FOR HEAVY EARTH MOVING EQUIPMENT 
TO CLEAR ADDITIONAL LAND FOR FOOD PRODUCTION AS 
WELL AS BADLY NEEDED SPARE PARTS FOR AMERICAN 
MADE TRACTORS NOW ON ISLAND. 
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2. IF PRIME MINISTERS REQUEST IS ALONG LINES 
ANTICIPATED, UNLESS ADVISED TO CONTRARY, I PLAN 
TELL HER THAT WE ARE SYMPATHETIC TO HER NEEDS. 
HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF AID PROCEDURES AND CON- 
GRESSIONAL REQUIREMENTS, I COULD FORESEE THAT WE 
WOULD FACE PROBLEMS IN RESPONDING POSITIVELY 
WITHIN SHORT TIME FRAME SHE APPARENTLY ENVISAGES. 
UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES, IN ORDER MEET GSL'S IMMEDIATE 
NEEDS, GSL MIGHT WISH CONSIDER USING RECENTLY- 
APPROVED $15 MILLION IDA CREDIT FOR INDUSTRIAL 

AND AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS. THIS CREDIT, WHICH IS 
QUICK DISBURSING, PROVIDES LIMITED ASSISTANCE TO 
GSL IN IMPORTING SPARE PARTS FOR AGRICULTURAL EQUIP- 
MENT AND EARTH MOVING MACHINERY. SUCH RECOURSE 
TO IDA WOULD NOT RULE OUT OUR GIVING ACTIVE CON- 
SIDERATION TO GSL LONGER-TERM NEEDS IN THIS AREA. 

3. AID TEAM AGREES WITH FOREGOING PROPOSED REPLY. 
VAN HOT .TEN 
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